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Infineon Austria achieves double-digit growth and takes the 

vanguard of Industry 4.0 in Austria  

Infineon Technologies Austria AG year-end statement for fiscal year 2014  

 

 New Management Board team since April 2014  

 Positive market development and full utilization levels responsible for 10 

% sales increase; profit on ordinary activities increases 68 %  

 Pilot Space Industry 4.0 in Villach as pioneer project in Austria  

 Expenditures for research & development at €320 million; research rate 

at 25 percent  

 Highest headcount in company's history  

 

Vienna, December 16, 2014 – Infineon Technologies Austria (Infineon Austria) 

presented the results for fiscal year 2014 (October 2013 to September 2014) at its 

annual press conference today. The new Management Board, installed as of April 

1, 2014 – CEO Sabine Herlitschka, Chief Financial Officer Oliver Heinrich and 

Board Member Responsible for Operations Thomas Reisinger – were proud to 

present positive developments for the company during the past year.  

 

Both sales and profit on ordinary activities increase 

 

Sales for Infineon Technologies Austria amounted to €1,300.5 million in fiscal year 

2014, an increase of €118.8 million or approximately 10 percent compared to the 

previous year value (Sales 2013: €1,181.7 million). Profit on ordinary activities 

reached €149.1 million, an increase of € 60.4 million or approximately 68 percent 

compared to the previous year (profit on ordinary activities 2013: €88.7 million).  

 

The positive developments in terms of sales and profit can be attributed primarily 

to two factors. The business units for which Infineon Austria bears global 

responsibility within the corporate Group experienced positive developments in 

their target markets. Furthermore, productivity at the Villach production facility 

increased due to full utilization levels, higher output and an improved cost 

structure. Here sustainable use made it possible to cut material and energy costs 

and at the same time enabled a significant contribution to environmental 

protection.  
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Infineon Technologies Austria AG CEO Dr. Sabine Herlitschka sees the successful 

sales and profit results as confirmation of the corporate strategy: "In our innovation 

activities we are rigorously following the path leading from product thinking to 

system understanding. We have therefore intensified dialog with our customers to 

gain a precise understanding of which solutions they need for their own market 

success. Today we develop more than products, we supply answers to the 

technological needs of our partners."  

 

Investments 72 percent higher than previous year  

In the fiscal year 2014 Infineon Austria expanded capacities in all areas: 

Innovation, research, development, production and infrastructure. A total of €110.2 

million was invested in the company, amounting to 72 percent more than in 2013 

(€64.2 million).  

 

The principle investment projects included construction of additional production 

facilities for power semiconductors in 300 millimeter thin wafer technology as well 

as the expansion of existing infrastructure at the Villach site. A new building 

(Metahof IV) dedicated to the growing Automotive Division was added to the Graz 

Development Center.  

 

Industry 4.0: The factory of the future emerging in Villach  

Over the next three years Infineon Austria will rigorously continue its innovation 

offensive. A total volume of €290 million will be invested in site expansions as well 

as in research and development in Villach. The core of the new, highly modern 

building complex is the "Pilot Space Industry 4.0", an innovative networked and 

knowledge-intensive production concept unique in Austria. A highly flexible 

production operation will emerge in which automated manufacturing systems and 

digital information technologies are linked with one another.  

 

"With the Pilot Space Infineon is taking the vanguard for Industry 4.0 in Austria and 

at the same time reinforcing its competitive strength in a globalized market 

environment with knowledge-based production methods," explains Dr. Sabine 

Herlitschka. By 2017 the expansion activities should generate 200 new high-tech 

jobs. Construction of the factory of the future in Villach began in September 2014. 

 

R&D: Focus on customer-oriented system solutions 

Infineon Austria has once again increased its expenditures for research, 

development and innovation. After spending €240 million in 2012 and €270 million 

in 2013, fiscal year 2014 saw expenditures of €320 million.  
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This amounts to €50 million or 18.5 percent more than in the previous year and 

represents a research rate equal to 25 percent of overall sales. In fiscal year 

2012/13 Infineon Austria's research rate of 23 percent made it the strongest 

research industrial company in Austria according to the TOP 500 ranking list of the 

business magazine trend.  

 

The strategic approach "From product to system" emphasizes customer-oriented 

system solutions in the area of innovation. The substantive focus areas include the 

development of power semiconductors and thin wafer technologies as well as 

sensor technologies, micro-mechanics, new semiconductor materials and 

contactless security applications.  

 

The highest headcount in company history 

As of the statement publication date, Infineon Austria employed a total of 3,305 

persons at the Villach, Klagenfurt, Graz, Linz and Vienna sites, 194 more persons 

than in the previous year (a plus of six percent). Personnel growth took place 

primarily in technology development for production, in the R&D divisions and in 

quality management. This means the company has reached the largest employee 

headcount in its entire history.  

 

47 percent of the employees hold an academic degree. 1,205 persons are 

employed in Research and Development, a recent increase of nine percent 

compared to the previous year (1,108 persons).  

 

In addition to these Infineon employees, an additional 1,800 employees also work 

for the company via partner companies.  

 

Innovation factory 

Production in Villach is the innovation center for power electronics at Infineon. The 

plant's assets cover a wide variety of products, including approximately 1,900 

basic types and the constant further development of innovative production 

processes, such as 300mm thin wafer technology and microelectro-mechanical 

systems (MEMS). In fiscal 2014 12.9 billion chips were produced in Villach, an 

increase of four percent compared to the previous year.  

 

Purchasing volume: Value creation in the regional environment 

Infineon Austria made purchases in fiscal year 2014 valued at €393.9 million 

(previous year: €374 million), of which approximately 38 percent or €150 million 

were purchases made in Austria. The share of this amount for supply partners 

located in Carinthia was €94.6 million.  
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Market success with Austrian expertise  

 

Security expertise from Graz for money cards and identity documents 

Innovative security technologies developed by Infineon in Graz are in use in 

important Austrian card and identity document projects. In collaboration with 

Austria Card, Infineon supports Austria's largest card payment service provider 

Payment Services Austria (PSA) with chip technologies for the new generation of 

automated teller machine cards. These can be used both for contact-based and 

contactless payments using Near Field Communication (NFC) (dual interface). 

Expertise from Graz thus currently enables convenient and secure card payments 

for Austrian consumers at approximately 20,000 contactless terminals in retail.  

 

An increasing number of national identity cards, passports, health care cards and 

driver's licenses around the world are being issued as electronic documents, i.e. 

with integrated chips. Infineon supplies the Austrian State printing office (OeSD) 

with security controllers of the SLE78 product family using "Integrity Guard" digital 

security technology for the Austrian ePassport. A security controller from the same 

product family is also being used in the newest of the Austrian social insurance 

cards, the so-called e-Card, a joint project with Austria Card and Atos. The Graz 

team is also developing NFC semiconductors for secure operation of payment 

applications in mobile devices.  

 

Driver assistance systems featuring radar expertise from Linz  

DICE (Danube Integrated Circuit Engineering) in Linz, a subsidiary of Infineon 

Technologies Austria AG, develops radar technologies used primarily in 

automobile safety systems. Active safety systems, an area in which Infineon is the 

worldwide leader, are among the fastest growing applications in the automotive 

industry. These systems prevent accidents by actively intervening in the driving 

process, e.g. with pedestrian detection, distance warning systems, blind spot 

detection and automatic emergency braking. 77 GHz radar components from the 

research and development team in Linz are used in Bosch driver assistance 

solutions and thus make driving safer and more comfortable all around the world. 

Driver assistance systems will continue to develop until they ultimately enable fully 

autonomous driving. 
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Excellence in research and education partnerships 

As Austria's largest research unit for microelectronics, in the past year Infineon 

Austria also continued its intensive collaboration with national and international 

research partners and universities, technical institutes and SMEs (Small and 

medium-sized enterprises). These strategic partnerships promote the Excellence 

of R&D activities, promote the systematic reinforcement and use of Austria as a 

knowledge center and support recruitment of excellent expert staff. In fiscal year 

2014 a total of 140 research partnerships were realized with domestic and foreign 

partners.  

 

Austrian Institute of Technology (AIT)  

One example of such a partnership is the strategic collaboration established in the 

report year with the largest Austrian non-university research facility, the Austrian 

Institute of Technology (AIT). The joint research focus areas are Smart Grids, e-

Mobility, Ambient Assisted Living (AAL) , biosensor technologies, innovation 

management and IT security.  

 

Houska Research Prize 

Another successful partnership exists with The Institute for High Energy Physics of 

the Austrian Academy of Sciences (HEPHY). The two partners were recognized 

as runners-up for the prestigious Houska Research Prize for the project "Radiation 

Hard Silicon Detectors for Future Physics Experiments and Medicinal Applications" 

in April 2014.  

 

Endowed Professorship at The University of Innsbruck  

At the beginning of fiscal year 2015 Infineon Austria endowed a professorship for 

power electronics to The University of Innsbruck. The first Infineon endowed 

professorship in Austria is intended to ensure high-value educations in electronics 

and power electronics and to make an active contribution to practically oriented 

research and education. Over the next five years € 1.5 million will be invested in 

the partnership with the Faculty of Technical Sciences at The University of 

Innsbruck.  
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Key economic data for Infineon Technologies Austria – FY 2013/14  

 
 

About Infineon  

Infineon Technologies AG offers semiconductor and system solutions addressing 

three central challenges to modern society: Energy efficiency, mobility, and 

security. In the 2014 fiscal year (ending September 30), the company reported 

sales of Euro 4.3 billion with close to 29,800 employees worldwide. Infineon is 

listed on the Frankfurt Stock Exchange (ticker symbol: IFX) and in the USA on the 

over-the-counter market OTCQX International Premier (ticker symbol: IFNNY). 

 

More information available at www.infineon.com.  

 

About Infineon Austria  

Infineon Technologies Austria AG, headquartered in Villach, is a subsidiary of the 

Infineon Technologies AG Group. Infineon Technologies Austria operates 

research and development centers in Villach, Graz and Linz, the IT-Services 

GmbH in Klagenfurt and a sales and distribution management office in Vienna. 

With over 3,300 employees throughout Austria, of which approximately 1,200 work 

in research and development, the company achieved sales in fiscal year 2014 (as 

of the end of September) of € 1.3 billion.  

 

More information available at www.infineon.com/austria. 
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